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Festive Piecing

I have always wanted to make a Carolina Lily quilt but never
had the time. I adapted this traditional pattern and made the
lilies into poinsettias.

Ellen Harper
North Bend, Oregon 

Christmas in Bloom

Designed by contest winner Ellen Harper and sewn by Linda Holst.
Fabrics from Hoffman California Fabrics.



Detailed quiltmaking instructions, including set-in
patches, are in “Basic Lessons.”

Directions are for both the wall quilt and the sofa quilt.
Information that differs for the sofa size is given in [ ].

1 Choosing and Preparing Fabrics
Batik or mottled hand-dyed fabrics are perfect for
creating flower petals because of the color variation
in the fabric. We selected three pinks and placed
them in assorted combinations for the flower 
blossoms.

We recommend starching your fabrics before cutting
the patches; this will eliminate stretching the bias
edges during assembly.

Intermediate
QUILT SIZE: Wall Quilt (shown) Sofa Quilt

42⅜”x 42⅜” 56½”x 70⅝”
BLOCK SIZE: 10”
YARDAGE: (44” fabric)
Tan Print. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄2 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7⁄8 yard

8 A, 12 C, 16 D 24 A, 36 C, 48 D
Brown Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄8 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3⁄8 yard

5 E 18 E
Teal Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3⁄8 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17⁄8 yards
inner borderH sides 2 at 1½”x 32⅞” 2 at 1½”x 61⅛”

top/bottom 2 at 1½”x 32⅞” 2 at 1½”x 47”
2 A, 3 C, 4 D 12 A, 18 C, 24 D

Green Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5⁄8 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11⁄8 yards
double-fold binding 5 at 2¼”x 39” 8 at 2¼”x 36”
straight-grain strip 1 at 1”x 12” 1 at 1”x 41”

5 B, 5 Br 18 B, 18 Br
Green Multiprint . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄2 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 yard

4 F, 4 G 10 F, 4 G
Pink Multiprint . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13⁄8 yards. . . . . . . . . . . . 21⁄4 yards
outer borderH sides 2 at 6½”x 44⅞” 2 at 6½”x 73⅛”

top/bottom 2 at 6½”x 44⅞” 2 at 6½”x 59”
Pink Batik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄4 yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5⁄8 yard
middle borderH strips 4 at 1”x 44”L 6 at 1”x 44”L

Pink Scraps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 at 1⁄8 yard . . . . . . . . . 2 at 1⁄4 yard
10 B, 10 Br 36 B, 36 Br

Lining. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27⁄8 yards. . . . . . . . . . . . 35⁄8 yards
panels 2 at 24”x 47” 2 at 38”x 61”
sleeve 1 at 9”x 42” none for this size

Batting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47”x 47” . . . . . . . . . . . . 61”x 75”
HAn extra 2” has been added to the length for insurance.
L For the folded middle border, join the strips end to end. From this

strip cut 2 strips 1”x 32⅞” [61⅛”] for the sides and 2 strips 1”x 32⅞”
[47”] for the top/bottom. Add the remaining fabric to the pink scraps. 
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Block Y Piecing
Make 4 [12]

Block Z
Make 1 [6]

Block Pressing

Wall Quilt Assembly
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Follow the Rule

When setting in patches by machine, remember the
basic hand-piecing rule: Sew only on the seam lines
and never into the seam allowance. 

2 Making the Blocks and Rows
Prepare the straight-grain 
strip for applique to finish
1/4” wide. Cut this strip
into 5 [18] 2 1/4” lengths.

Fold 4 [12] tan print A’s and
1 [6] teal print A[’s] in half
along the long edge and
crease. Center a strip along
the crease and applique in
place. Applique the remain-
ing strips on these A’s.

Following the piecing dia-
gram, join the A—E’s, 
setting in the C and D
patches to make the Y 
and Z blocks. Press as
shown.

Refer to the assembly dia-
gram for the size you are
making; then sew the blocks
and the F and G patches
together to make each diag-
onal row. 

Join the rows. Add the
remaining 2 G patches to
opposite corners.



Align arrows with 
lengthwise or crosswise 

grain of fabric.

A
3⅜”x 3⅜”

C
3”x 3”

F

15⅜”x 15⅜”

D

6¼”x 6¼”

A corner-trimming template 
and directions for using it 
on patches A, D, F and G 

are in “Basic Lessons.”

G

8”x 8”

B&Br
Christmas in Bloom

E
Christmas in Bloom

Gift Wrap
Quilting
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3 Adding the Borders
Fold each middle border strip in half along the
length of the strip with wrong sides together. Press.

Aligning raw edges, baste each folded middle bor-
der strip to its corresponding inner border strip and
press. Sandwiching the folded strips in the seams,
join the outer border strips to their corresponding
inner border strips to make 4 border units.

Join the border units to the quilt and miter the 
corners. 

Sofa Quilt Assembly

G G

G G

F

F



Nothin’
but Blue Skies
A dramatic blue background and
yellow and orange fabrics make 
a striking flower arrangement.
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Quilting Placement

Center Line

�
Gift Wrap
Quilting

�
Center Lines for F 
and  Border

Quilting 
in Outer
Border 

Quilting 
in F’s

4 Quilting
Trace the quilting motifs
shown in the E patch and on
this page. Following the dia-
gram below, mark the motifs. 
In the border, start in the center
of each strip and work outward.

Layer and baste together the 
lining, batting and quilt top.

Outline quilt the patches as shown and quilt the
marked motifs. Quilt in the ditch the inner and
outer borders.

5 Finishing Up
Make a continuous binding and sew it to the quilt.
To display the wall quilt, add a sleeve to the lining.


