
Union Star
Made by Bobbi Finley. 
Photographed at White Fence Farm, Lakewood, Colorado.
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See complete quiltmaking instruc-
tions in “Basic Lessons” on the insert.

1Choosing Fabrics
Choose solids with matching prints

to suit the symbolic theme.

2Piecing and Joining the Blocks
Following the piecing diagrams,

make the Y and Z blocks. Press the
seam allowances as shown. Join pairs
of block Y’s and Z’s, pressing seam
allowances toward the Y’s. Referring to
the assembly diagram, join pairs to
make the center portion and press
seam allowances in one direction.

3Making the Borders
Join red and white border strips to

make the border units, with a print for
the center red strip. Press the seam
allowances toward the red strips.

To make a complete eagle pattern for
applique, trace the partial eagle on
tracing paper. Flip the tracing, match
dots, and complete the eagle. Prepare
the applique patches using your
favorite method. Fold each border unit
in half lengthwise and lightly crease
the midpoint. Referring to the pho-
tographed quilt for placement, blind-
stitch an eagle on each border unit.

Carefully matching the center of each
border with the middle seam of the
quilt center, sew the side border units
to the quilt. Press the seam allowances
toward the border. Add a Y block to
each end of the top and bottom border
units. Again matching seams, pin and
sew the top and bottom units to the
quilt. Press seam allowances toward the 
borders.

4Finishing the Quilt 
To mark the quilting, start from

the lower right corner and make 8
partial circles at about 1" intervals,
using your elbow as a pivot. Or for
greater accuracy, make a quilting tem-
plate out of a 1"x 10" strip of clear
plastic. Place 9 holes at 1" intervals
along the strip. At the quilt’s lower
right corner, insert a pin through the
end hole of the strip to use as a pivot.
Placing a pencil point in each hole in
turn, draw 8 concentric arcs. Repeat
starting from each endpoint of the
largest arc until you have marked the
whole top. 

Barbara
Brackman
Not long ago, I was
offered a quilt made
during Lincoln’s

1864 reelection campaign, but
something about it just didn’t
seem right. The eagle over the bars
struck me as too sophisticated for
the era. An expert in political tex-
tiles confirmed that it was, in fact,
counterfeit. With hopes that pub-
licity would inhibit this sort of
fraud, I patterned Union Star from
that quilt for all to use.

Barbara is a renown quilt historian,
author, teacher and designer who
lives in Lawrence, Kansas. She was
recently inducted into the Quilters
Hall of Fame.

Easy
QUILT SIZE: Wall Quilt

40”x 60”
BLOCK SIZE: 10”

YARDAGE: (44” fabric)
Red Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11⁄4 yards
border stripsI sides 2 at 2½”x 40½”

top/bottom 2 at 2½”x 20½”
double-fold binding 6 at 2¼”x 38”

Red Solid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11⁄4 yards
border stripsI sides 4 at 2½”x 40½”

top/bottom 4 at 2½”x 20½”
4 A, 32 B

Navy Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄2 yard
4 E

Navy Solid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2⁄3 yard
32 C, 32 D

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12⁄3 yards
border stripsI sides 4 at 2½”x 40½”

top/bottom 4 at 2½”x 20½”
8 A, 64 B, 16 C, 
16D

LiningL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22⁄3 yards
panels 2 at 33”x 44”

Sleeve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1⁄3 yard
panel 1 at 9”x 40”

Batting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44”x 64”
ISeam allowance is included in the length

but no extra has been added for insurance.
L If 44”-wide fabric has minimal shrinkage,

only 1⅞ yards is needed. Cut one panel
44”x 64”.

Assembly

E

Block Y Piecing
Make 8

A

B
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Block Z
Make 4

Top and Bottom Border Piecing
Make 2

Side Border Piecing
Make 2

Block 
Y

Block 
Y

Quilting Placement
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Read More About It
This quilt is featured in Civil War Women, 
by Barbara Brackman, C&T Publishing,
2000. For more information about authentic
quilts of the era, including designs and 
patterns by Terry Clothier Thompson, look
for Quilts from the Civil War, also by Barbara
Brackman, C&T Publishing, 1997. 

E

Add 3/16˝ turn-under
allowances to all
applique patches.

A

5½”x 5½”

D
3”x 3”

B

3⅜”x 3⅜” 6¼”x 6¼”

C

Align arrows with lengthwise 
or crosswise grain of fabric.

A corner-trimming template 
and directions for using it 

on patches B and C 
are in “Basic Lessons.”
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Layer the lining, batting and top and
baste together. Then quilt as marked.

Join the binding strips and sew to the
edges of the quilt. Make a sleeve and
sew it to the lining so all can admire
your new antique!


